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”Are you interested in either selling or producing 
this series of glass and porcelain tableware?”
”I don’t believe we can easily pull the brakes of mass production, but as designers maybe we can 
design things that are in a way less suited for it, things that are more sustainable and unique, 
more easily making the user connect to and create a special bond to the object. Make him/her 
want to keep it and care for it rather than throw it away after a while. Instead of streamlining the 
production I would like to see a more personal and unique craft and design. It might get (but not 
necessary) more expensive, but I like to believe the buyers are willing to pay for a higher quality, 
sustainability and character.”

Linus Ersson
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Ersson believes in making things harder, not easier, and more complex rather than easy to grasp. 
He avoids rulers and compasses and embraces the hand drawn line seeking the analogue rather 
than the ones and zeros. Just as life tend to be in all its beauty and complexity. 

So, as a designer, how to set up a resistance against a too streamlined production and also 
encourage character, sustainability and uniqueness, how to match the individuality of the indivi-
dual? What can be more individual than the ... 

... fingerprint?

The fingerprint has been present in Erssons work ever since his MFA (Master of Fine Art) in 
Konstfack 1998. This series of glasses, vases and bowls is designed quite long ago, parts of it even 
during Erssons education in Konstfack. In the beginning of the 0s a small amounts of the porce-
lain ware, produced by himself, were at sale in Agata, a design gallery near Nytorget in Stockholm 
run by Maj Sandell and Agnes Lidman. At the time they were appreciated, sold well and achieved 
much attention by media.  

Now again, in a time more dependent on adjusting its lifestyle towards an environmental 
thinking, this series seems to be as present and important as ever. Besides the concept of the 
fingerprint, in this series Ersson has also made an attempt of designing the actual industrial pro-
duction process more individual, as will be explained in following pages.

Porcelain vase



WE LIKE
His focus on handmade day-to-day objects and on the marginalised and 
excluded, which can be interpreted as a critique of the mass production 
generation and of a global culture becoming ever more homogenous.

NA! (Nature Addicts) Fund invited Ersson to an academy in cooperation with dOCUMENTA(13) in 
Kassel 2012. Fifteen artists of different disciplines were invited to share experiences, share their work 
and start up a network of artists working more or less with an environmental perspective 

Porcelain bowl



Glass bowl



All the parts of the series are 
produced in the same way. The 
first step is to make  a plaster 
original with the main figure 
and shape. On the surface of 
it, a thin layer of wet clay is 
applied and and the charach-
teristic pattern is made by 
pressing with a finger in the 
clay. Fig. 1 

Onto this original with a 
patterned clay surface a plas-
ter mould is casted, which 
will be used for slip-casting or 
blowing glass into. Fig. 2

In this  way several moulds, 
all with the same main figure 
but each with an individu-
al pattern, can relatively fast 
and easy be produced. This 
results in small series of the 
same ware but with different 
patterns. 

Ersson wants to work with an industrial producer of porcelainware and/or glassware to see if it 
is possible to in a similar way put this series into production. To see if it is possible to implement 
this method in an industrial production process with the effect of making small series with dif-
ferent patterns, mixing the series in the distribution and by that creating an industrial produced 
series with a feel of being handmade and of having individual differences in each vase, bowl, 
glass, etc. This folder is distributed to you, either a producer or reseller to ask if you want to work 
with him in this, if you are interested in selling or helping him produce his fingerprint series. 

Fig.1 Fig.2 

An industrial production process with a hand made feel!

Wet clay 

Plaster mould used 
for slip casting or 

glass blowing

Plaster original



Glass plate



So far, the series contains the following parts, but Ersson intends to develop it further with more 
parts and maybe with an alternate colored glaze on the porcelain and he wants to invite you in 
this process. For now he can produce the porcelain pieces by himself, slip-casting it by hand in his 
studio but in the pro-longing he would like to see if it is possible to put this series in production.  

Porcelain vase (150, 110,110 mm) Porcelain bowl (80, 220, 145 mm) Porcelain small dish (50, 150, 150 mm)

Glass bowl (90, 240, 160 mm) Glass plate (45, 320, 240 mm) Drinking glass (95, 65, 65 mm)
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